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: -xt 2 Chron. 19. Ver. 6. 
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DD Heie words ( Right Honourable) are 
> the words cf a 2odly King, Fehoſha- 
phat 3 wherein he exhorteth the 
Judges to judge for God, and not | 
foi man. For introdu&ion to the The pertinenc/\ 
preſent Text, you may obſerve the of the rextes- | 
time, wherein this exhortation was'?* vccaſi on. 
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was compaſſed about with his enemies, and God helped | 
him, and made him elcape their hands. Afﬀter his return } | 
in penngge per afalon, in the beginning of the 19th chapt. p 
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he improves his deliverance, by caking a care of Religion - 
for he brought them back to the Lord God of their fathers, | 
ver. 4. ani by taking care of the adminiſtration of Juſtice, +- 1] 
he ſet Judges in the land, ver. 5. and in the two verſes of - 
my text, he warnes them To take heed what they do; ſhew-- 
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ing them, That the Fudgement i net theirs, but the Lords. 
If you will have application of this to the preſent occaſion, 
it is eafie. Our gracious King was in as eminent and im- 
minent a danger, as Fehoſhaphat was, and compaſs'd about 
with his enemies; and the Lord helped, and delivered him 
ont of their hands. And now atter a jong time of exile 
God hath made him returnin peace to his own dominions ; 
and [ hope he will improve his deliverance, by his care to 
manatain the true religion; and ſeeing the fountaines of 
Juſtice are here ſtopt, he will have a care they may be o- 
pened, that Juſtice may run through the land. And this 
exhortation given by Jehoſhaphat to the Judges, will very 
well ſuic this ſupreme and higheſt court of juſtice in the 
land : Ideubt not but it is the Kings dehire, That ye take 
heed what ye do in judgement. 

Now there are four things my text holdeth forth con- 
cerning Judges, 1. What their work is ; the word imports 
that it is, to judge. 2. You have the motive that ſhoutd 
preſſe and move them to judge rightly ; ye judge not for 
men, but for God. whoſe judgement it is. 3. Rere ye have the 
great wheel which ſhould move their a&tings, and guide 
them therein, that they aQ rightly, and that is, The fear of 
Ged ; wherefore let the fear of the Lord be upon you. 4. The 
need of deliberation 1n their a&tings, Take heed what ye do; 
repeated again ; Take heed that ye do it. 5. There is alſo a 
FT thing here, the pattern that Judges ſhould follow in 
judging ; and that is God, whom they reſemble in their of- 
fice;z intheſe words, There x #o iniquity with the Lord our 
God, nor reſpe@ of perſons, nor taking of gifts; But this 
fifth may be fpoken in one of the four, and therefore I ſhall 
content ey ſelf with them. And though this exhortation 
was given toinferiour Judges, yet it may well be applyed 
to a Court of Parliament. I ſhall therefore ftrive to lay 
theſe four before you, fo as you may perceive them perci- 
nent. 

' 1. Your work is to judge, implyed in the name that they 
have of 7zdges.The word is in theEbrew ſhophetim,from the 
verb ſhapbat to judge; which importeth to determine a as 
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betwixt parties, Dent. 1.16; where Moſes chargeth the Jud 
es to judge righteouſly between every man and his neigh- 
bour. Judges are wezghers and meaſurers; they have a line 
or rnle, thai they in<.ſure by. God n the Scripture taketh 
much notice of faiſe weights and meaſures. See Micah 6.10. 
And you may fee it oicen 14 ivct.:iw alto, and ofcen in the 
Book of Proverbs, Ani therei. nothing Magiitrates of eities 
frould take more notice of than of weights and meaſures, 
and ſhouid have a publick fiandard in the market place, 
that the people be not deceived of their proviſions : and fo 
ſhould Judges give juſt weight and meaſure in cauſes, that 
people be not deceived of their rights, Pf. 75. 2. When Tre- 
ceive the congregation (faith the Plalmiſt there)I hall judge 
uprightly. The word wuprightly added to judging chere, 
comes from jaſhar, which imports to be /treight, or to keep a 
ftrezght courſe, withouc declining to the right hand, or to 
; the left. By all which you may take up ſhortly what your 
work is. It is to weigh perſons and ations in the ballance of 
Jujtice and equity ; to meaſure Canſes and caſes according ts 
the right rule of law, and to be ſtreight in ail this, and decline 
neither to the right band, fer favour, nor to the left band, for 
fear of men ; but to keep a ſtreight courſe between all, to the 
glery of od, whoſe work itis, and the benefic of the peo- 
ple you are ſec over - So much for the firſt, 

2. You have the motive, the preiiing motive, whereupon 2. The motivil 
you muſt 1udge right]: ; yo judge not for man,but for God. 
The meaning 15 noc, that you thould not fexſe your Court in Y 
the name and authority of the King,but that norwithſtanding 
of this, ]:dges moit properly,and prixcipally judge for God, 
having a ſtainp of divine amhority put upon them as Gods 
deputies. And fo it is ſaid, That God is with you in the jndge- 1 
ment ; he ſees what you do, and it you do right, that this [ 
right judgement is his : bur if not, he will no: own it, but A 
will one Tos judge you your ſelves for it. w_ 

The Text being plain, I ſhall drawour of it theſe 4. Do- Defrines.} j1 
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1. That Magiſtracy 1s the ordinance of God,for they who 
judge for God, are Gods deputies; and Gods deputies are 
appointed, and ordained by himfelf, This is a truth fo 
cleer in Scripture, that it need not be much inſiſted upon 
to be proved. Rom. 13. The powers are ordained of God'; 
and to reliſt them, is to reliſt the ordinance of God. 
T his condemneth firlt Anabaptits, who deny ir co be a di- 
vine ordinance. It condemneth alſo the blaſphemous ©ys- 
kers, the railers at, and revilers of Magiſtracy, and deſpi- 
ſers of dignity, and dominion. And thirdly, Fifth-monar- 
chy- men, who would have no Magiſtrates to rule, except 
Chriſt, and his Kingdome of Saints : but in deſpite of all 
oppoſers, Magiſtracy will be a ſtanding ordinance to the 
end of the world. Peter in his x Ep. 2 ch. 13. ver. ſaith, Syub- 
writ your ſelf to every ordinance of man, but for the Lords 
ſake ; for though the words ſeen to make Magiitracy an or - 
dinance of man, and xot of God contrary © the dofrine 
delivered ; yet his laſt words of the ciration 65 ke it plainly 
an ordinance of the Lord, as tobe ſubrritted to for oz [ſake 
that is, becauſe he hath appointed and commanded ut; and 
yet he calls it an ordinance of may too ; becauſe it is ſnch 
an ordinance of God, as is inſtituted by kim, to be exer- 
ci ed by men, among men, and about man's, or humane” af= 
faires, and in an humane way, that 1s,by bodily coercion, or 
coatiive by the ſword ; and not immediately and firjtly ſpi- 
ritual and divine, or by the word. 

This anſwers and determines that queſtion, which hath 
been. moved; In whom the Royal power, ( or power of 0- 
ther ſupreme Magiſtrates _) zr orzgimally ? To wit, in Goa, 
and wot in the people ; though conveyed and derived from 
God to the man,Judge or King,with the confent and agree- 
ment of the people. Fau! makes it to be originally in God ; 
and Petey denies it not, but infinuates the ſame, when he 
will have it ſubmitted to for the Lords ſake;but adds withal}, 
that its derivation from God to man, is by. men, or the peg- 
le, and fo 1s virtually in them alſo, as the means of convey= 
ing it; and that it 15 for men, and about men,that is the peo- 
ples good, ina peculiar way,and.rfot in fo peculiar a way 4- 
q {2 we Ons. 2. YOu 


EF. 
x. You have this do&rine; That Magiſtrates, who judge , n,5;ine 
for God, are ſacred perſons; and that their judgement (be- 
ing Gods judgement, and righteous ) i ſacred. Yea, I tind- 
theſe5. or 6. things lacred is them,and about them. 1. Their 
meeting together 18 ſacred, Pſ. 82. 1. God ſtands in the aſ- 
ſembly of the mighty, or the mighty Gods ; for ſo the word for 
Judges there fignifieth mzghty gods ; and therefore the al- 
ſembly of Judges is the aſſembly of gods, of mighty gods 3 
and therefore ſacred. 2. Their perſons are ſacred for the 
ſame reaſon, becauſe they are gods, yea mighty gods; that 
that is, gods by office, and repreſenters of the grear God, by 
way of might eſpecially, and force ; that is, Go7s deprties, 
of force, or of the ſword. 3. Their judgement is ſacred. 
Dent. 1. 17. it is ſaid, [he judgement i the Lords; ind inthe 
Prov. 4 divineſentence is in the moxth of the King. 4. Their 
benches, thrones, or ſeats of Juſtice ( for bench and throxe 
both fignithe ſeats ) are ſacred for the ſame reufon , becauſe 
their throne is the Lords throne, and is often lo called : fo 
Kevel. 4, 4. and round about the throxe were 24 ſeats ; that 
15, in the Original, 24 throxes ; and upon thele 24 throxes 
fare the 24 Elders; lo Revel. 3.21. the throne of the over= 
comer 1s the throne of Chritt, and of his Father ; and 20. 4-: 
where It is given to exerciſe judgement, there thrones are 
alſo given co fit upon ; that 1s, bexches of juſtice and judge - 
ment. 5. Lawyers alſo are in fome ſort ſacred, who plead 
at their bar, or before their throxes, Theſe are ( in the en- 
trance of the CivilLaw } called ſacerdotes juſtitie , which 
all know to lignifie ſacred givers,or offerers of ſacted things; 
that is, prieſts ; they being a ſort of prieſts to Juſtice, which \ 
is a divine attribute; and-are admitted to ſerve in her b; 
Courts, as miniſters,ſacramexto, or juraments Dei, with ail j 
eath of God Jaid upon them. And this holdeth more in the F 
Judges themſelves roo. 6 The people whom they judge iq 
are ſacred ; zea, they are caljed holy, Pſal. 75. 2. where the War 
word for the congregation of the people, is mogned as allo: 
82 Pſal. begin.. which tignitieth an holy meetmmg an holy | 
congregation. From every one of theſe ſomething may PID 4, 1.1 
prohcably be obſerved. 1: _ meeting. ofa Court _ wh bd | 
3. ICE- * 
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ſtice be ſacred, the eſtimation of ic would be raifed to an 
higher rate than the vulgar people commonly pur upon it, 
They call it, (C and perhaps think ic in a wrong way ) a 
prophane Conrt ; but the Spirit of God calleti: ic an holy 
Court; and yet for dittincion fake, from more ſpi ritual, if 
in a right notion, ic may be called prophane, that is,world- 
ly. ſecular, humane or carxal. as Scripture allo ſomecimes 
in a good ſenſe phraſeth humane and bodily things. 2. If 
Magittrates perſons be lacred,as they are Gods Deputies, and 
are called gods, how great an impiety is it to violate their 
perſons, as they are thus Gods deputies and ſacred ? The 
Perſon of an Ambafſudour is inviolable,becauſe che repre- 
ſenter of Magiſtrates; how much more themſelves ? Da- 
vids heart ſmote him for cutting eff the Jap of Sauls gar- 
ment : bur this age hath produc'd ſuch monſters, as with- 
out ſuch fear have deſtroy 'd Kings. and Kingdomes. 3,and 
4+ If the judgement of Magiftrates be ſacred, and their 
{eats of Juſtice ſacred, their juſt ſentences ſhould be in great 
reſpe&, and obeyed by Subjects. 5, Lawyers and advo- 
cates, becauſe they are ſacred alſo, ſhould remember the 
Judges Benches to be gods thrones, to be his altars of Fu- 
ſtice, at which they mult not therefore (ſacrifice to injujtice, 
nor with polluted and unjuſt either tongues or hands : and 
much more the Judges themſelves, who are the ſuperiour 
Priefts of juſtice, as Lawyers are the inferiour ; or if you 
will, rather the Levites only of Juſtice, yet ſacred too, as 
Levites were in compariſon to others. 6. Bur yer if the 
people too, that are judged, be ſacred in theic own man- 
ner and meaſure, and are an holy congregation, the congre- 
gation of tbe Lordalſo,and the Lords people, having his 1m- 
prefſe and amp on them, his mark of propriety, remem- 
ber what Nazrunzen faith to the Vagiſtrate ; Thor ort the 
image of Ge/, and they with whom thou deale/t, bear the j- 
mage of Ged alſo, &c, Andto cloſe this, 1 loox 1pon your 
ſervice, and what you are about, as a ſacred ſervice - for to 
do juſtice and judgement # more acceptable then ſacrifice 
Prov. 21. 3+ 

The third Dodtrine is, If Magiſtrates judge for God, as 
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Gods deputies, then ſubjection ad obedience ſhould be yielded 
to them. The Scripture is full and clear in this, Rom. 13. 
where obedience to Magiſtracie is exprcſt, as to the ordi- 
nance of God; and there are three particulars implyed 
there. 1. There are none exempted from that obedience ; 
let the Papiſts pfead -what they will, for an immunity to 
their Clergie, it is direal; contrary to that text ; let every 
ſoul be ſubjed to ſuperior powers. 2. No Magiſtrate 1s ex- 
cluded here from having this ſubje&ion due to him in his 
own meaſure, that hath bur lawful authoritie, be he other- 
wiſe good or bad, orthodox, or not , ſupreme or ſubordinate. 
Ir is, | grant, a good requiſite in a Magiſtrate, to be both 
goed and orthodox ; yet if he be not, ſubjediion und obedi- 
ence 1s not to be withdrawn from him up23n that account. 
As Peter ſpeaks to ſervants (1 Pet. 2.18.) Servants be ſub- 
jef to your maſters, with all fear z, not only to the good and 
gentle, but alſe to the froward ; the ſame may be ſaid to ſub- 
jeQAs ; be ſubjef to your King, to your Magiſtrates, ſupreme 
or ſubordinate, whether good or froward. 3. There is 
obedience to be given to their lawful commands : and here 
falleth in that Queſtion, Whether obedience ſhonld be given queſt. 
to their unlawful commands ? That I may briefly clear this Anſw: 
to 0u; Divines have a diſtinftion of ſubjeF:ox and obedi- 
ence; Subjedion 1s larger, as the genus, that comprehends 
Obedience, as a ſpecies under it 3 and the other ſpecies, by 
moſt 1s called by the name of its genus, ſubjeF:on only, as 
wanting a proper enough name of its own ; though others 
for perſpicuity ſake, call that a&ive obedience, which we call 
obedience only ; and the 'other ſpecies, paſſive obedience, 
which we call ſubje&ion, by the name of che genus. Subje- 
Hon then, or paſſive obedience, as others phraſe it, looks to 
the authority of the Magiſtrate eſpecially, whether the com- 
mand be /awfull or unlawful,and fo is not to be denied to the 
authority of the civi[Magitrate.And from this I may reſolve 
that other Quzeſtion, How far humane lawes oblige the conſci= Queſt. 
ence? And for anſwer, take theſe three briefly. 1, Humane 4n/»- 
lawes made by them that have power to makethem,do ob- 
lige toſubjecji9n tothe authority,though not always to obed:- 

ence 3, 


—_— —— 


n = : 
. Fi E TE 
_—G-- a L 
_s - CE nr 
O94 


(8) 

ence ; as when the things commende1 are unlawful, by a 
ſuperiour law of God, or nature : yet even then, ſubje@;= 
ox is due tothe authority, and it is not Jawful for private 
ſubjeFs to reſiſt, with armes or violence, the power of the 
civil Magiſtrate : bur if the command, or law be unjuſt and 
unlawful, by a ſuperionr and higher law, obedience may 
be denied. Take an example in Dar. 3. of the three Chil- 
dren, as they are commonly called, or rather young men. 
Nebuchadnezzar gave out a very unlawfull command, to 
worſhip his golden image, Theſe 3 godly youths did not 
refuſe ſxbje&ron to the authority of the Magiſtrate, but only 
obedience to the unlawful command ; they would not worſhip 
the image, bur they yielded their perſons to the Magiſtrates 
diſpoſal. But 2. This will not ſariste the conſcience of a 
true Chriſtian ſub je, to give ſubje&ion only, bur alſo for 
conſcience ſake he muſt give obedience to all the lawful com- 
mands of the Magiſtrate. And here is the difference again 
berween a /awful Magiſtrate and an Uſurper : becaule to 
an Vſurper we owe neither ſubjetion to his azthority,which 
is #0xe, or null : nor obedience to his commands, though 
otherwiſe juſt ; becauſe they are 4 non habente poteſtatem, 
from one that hath no right to give out ſuch commands. 
If for other cauſes, we obey, as for (hunning confulion of 
all, and waiting for better times and meanes, than at that 
time can be had; that obedience comes upon another ac- 
count, and from that ſupreme law, Salus populi, and lome 
other the like. Therefore learned Divines on that 13 Ko. 
underſtand not the power of natural or phyſical might, 
which may be in robbers and yſurpers, but of moral power 
or right, which is in lawful Magiſtrates, and is ordained of 
God. There-is a vaſt difference between ſubmiſſion to a 
lawful Magiſtrate and an Uſurper : che one ought to be vo- 
luntary, chearfu!, and for conſcience ſake ; bur the other 
in all /oya/ and boxeft men is involuntary and conſtrain'd, 
like to a ſubmiſſion tothe plague, as a rod of Gods unavoid- 
able providence, and all-ruling hand. 3. If a ſubje& can- 
not obey the Magiſtrates command without ſin, then he 


ſhould fatisfie himſelf with ſubjeGon to his authority ; if 
he 
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he cannot give ad:ve obedience, (as others ſpeak ) he ſhould 
give paſſive ; and that is alwayes neceffary for private ſub- 
je&s, or in moſt caſes atleaſt; in ſome caſes they may flee 
if they can ; and David did not yield his perfon to Sayls 
authority,to diſpoſe of it as he would,and yer did not fin in 
ſo doing : but obedience is not alwayes ſo neceſſary; Yea, if 
che command be unlawful, it is neceſſary not to obey, be- 
cauſe no man is obliged in conſcience co fin againſt Ged, 
by obeying man, but is bound to the contrary, rather to 
obey God than mer ; as may ve ſeen by the Apoſtles, 45. 4. 
19. They appeared indeed before the Connſe!, and yielded 
ſubje&ion ro the authority ; bur they commanding them 
not topreach in the name of Chrijt, they obeyed not, upon 
that known ground ; It i better to obey God then man. And 
thus I hope both the Queſtions are ſufficiently cleared, ay 

far as is fitting to this occaſion. | 
The 4th Dodrine is, If the Magiſtrate judge for God, he 
muſt not be excluded from having a power about the affaires 
of God, It is true, when the affaires of God are diſtinguiſh- 
cd from the affaires of the King; he hath not power abour 
both in the ſame way. And this takes in thet Duetion, What 
ower the cwvil Magiitrate hath in affaires eccleſiajtick, or of 
the Charch ? For clearing of which, | ſhall briefly give thac 
which ſoundeſt Divines relolve about this ſame queſtion in 
other words, J/hat power the civil Magiftrate bath in mat- 
ters ſpiritual ? There is therefore a twofold eccleſfiaftick, or 
ſpiritual pewer; the one 05jetively only ſuch ; che other both 
objetive'y and ſubjefively, or formally ailo. The firſt is nor 
denied the civil Magiſtrate, whether about eccleſfiaſtick and 
ſpiritual perſyns or affaires ; but the ſecond is. A power 
objedively eccleitiaftick only, is the civil power it felf of the 
Magiſtrates office, exerciſed by the ſword, and in a coafive, 
or coercive manner only, about the Church, or eccleſiattick, 
and ſpiritual perſons or affaires, as they are, or may become 
the objed of this power, which ſubjetively or formal'y as 
ſubjefed in the Magiltrate, is only civil, and 5o4zly by the 
ſword not ſpiritual, ecclefiaſtick, or by the word. A power 


formally eccleſiaſtick, and ſubjeTively ſpiritual, 15 not only fo 
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in regard of the obje7 of its exerciſe(the church,and church 
aff atres, or perfons, in which regard it 1s alſo eccleſiaſtick, 
ora charch-power and inſpeion as the other was _) but in 
regard of the manner, and forme of exerciſing it eſpecia]ly, 
which is eccleſiaſtick only, and ſubjefed in the church, as 
as her formal and proper accident ; and more ſpzritual than 
the other, as principally converſant about the ſpirits, or 


_ Eonſciences of men, and in a way allo ſpry:tual, and ſuitable 


to the Spirzt or conſcience ; the word only, or ſword of the 
Spirit, and not bodily, coercive, or uſing force of a material 
ſword. This ecclefiaftick way the civil Magiſtrate claimeth 
not, or ought not to claim. For making this yet plainer 
to you, you may ſee here three things in ecclefiaſti ck af- 
faires, that Zeboſhaphat takes, 

1. A care of Religion,v.q. He brought the people back to the 
Lord God of their fathers. When they had faln from the true 
religion to falſe,and into Idolatry, he brought them back to 
the true worſhip of God again. But how? Ina magiftratical 
way certainly,and by imperial commands of penal Laws, & 
execution of them ; by proclamations, edicts,a&s of Coun- 
fel, Parliament or Sanhedrim, &c. and not in a Prieſtly or 
Levitical way. And thus to do is no doubt incumbent to the 
true Chriſtian Magiſtrate, as well as to Feboſhaphat,to bave 
a care of the true Chriſtian Religion, a it is eſtabliſhed in his 


dominions, according to the word of God; and if there be any 


defe&ion from it, or defed? in it, it Iyech in hzm, and oz him, 
co reform them, and bring the people and prieſts both back 
to the firſt pure and ftandard-formas Fehofhaphat did here, 
and other godly Kings of FudaR 2. Fehoſhaphat hath a 
care (ver.$. ) to appoint Levites in places where they ſhould 
be ; not that he ordaized Levites, ( they were ordained of 
God, and a regular way of their ſucceſſion eſtabliſhed ) or 
made Levites of whomloever he pleaſed ; that was a part of 
Feroboam's fault and folly, for which he and his poſterity 
were rooted- out: the civil Magiſtrate cond do no ſuch 
thing ; he might make no xy officer in the Church, or or- 
der the old otherwiſe than God had appointed : but Feho- 
feprats care was here, tj;ar the people in no Fre his 
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dominions requiſit, ſhonld want fit teachers, and ſpiritual 
governours,luch as God himſelf had appointed. And fo un+ 
queſtionably ic is the duty of the Chriſtian Magiſtrate, to 
take care, that all places within his dominions, may be ſer- 
ved ſuthciently with godly and able Miniſters, ſuch, and in 
ſich a way, as God in his word hath appointed ; and to 
have a care that maintenance be provided for them, or 
that that which was theirs by drvize right, may be brought 
back to the right owners, and all contrary abuſes remo- 
ved ; that they may ſerve with chearfulneſſe, and without 
diſtra&tion in the work of the Lord, having their family 
and refations, (for whom they are bound to provide) ſuf- 
ficiently furniſhed with what is neceſſary and hoxeſt in the 
ſight of all, that they lye not under the reproach and re- 
proof of the Apoſtle, 1 Tim.5. 1. as too often it is, to the 
great ſcandal of the Goſpel, and unſpeakable diſgrace of 
our ages and times. 3. Fehoſhapbat in the gth verſe hath a 
care, that Miniſters do their duty ; he chargeth them in the 
fear of the Lord, to do their work faithfully, and with a per- 
fed heart. And fo undoubtedly the Chriſtian Magiſtrate 
may very well donow; and charge negligent miniſters to 
be diligent in their calling, and to buſte themſelves with 
their own work, that is proper to cheir charge ; and warn 
them, that they go not without the bounds of the ſame, or 
meddle with things that belong not thereto. All theſe you 
fee Ieboſhaphat taketh a care of here, & that very laudably. 

Other things we ſhall adde, which are alſo clear in 
Scripture. 4ly. Therefore Chriſtian Magiftrates may take 
order with them that are ſedit:ow, with ſchiſmatical and 
heretical perſons, that trouble the peace of the Church; but 
civilly only, that is by his coercve power z or temporal, bo- 
dily, or pecuniary muls and puniſhments, ſuppreſſe both. 
Itis for this end, that he is the mmiſter of God, for the pu- 
aiſhment of evil deers, and that as well in the Church, as in 
the Commonwealth, where both are materially one eſpeci- 
ally, and diforder proceeds to the difturbance of quiet, god- 
lineſſe, and honeſty z which to preſerve, is his end, and for 
which he beares:ithe ſword, and not in yain. $g. Whate- 
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ver power the Kirk hath in it ſelf to convene Synods and 
Afſemblies, yet for all that the Chriſtian Magiſtrate may 
alſo call Synods, for the determining of controverſies that 
ariſe in the Kirk, and for healing of rents and ſchiſmes, and 
may charge them, yea take them ſworn to determine all ac- 
cording to the word of God, to the uttermoſt of their Pow- 
er, znd to lay aſide all felf ends, intereſts, and partialities ; 
and in many caſes not only may, but ought to do. thus, 
and charge on them ( as a heathen King did ) whatſoever 
is commanded by the God of heaven. Ezra 7. 23. This is 
the power eccleſiaſtick, or ſpiritual objeRively, which the 
Magiſtrate hath. 

As for the Ecclehiaſtick, or Spiritual power, formally ſo 
called, it belongeth to the miniſters cfthe Church; as the 
autheritative and official preaching of the word ; the admi- 
niſtration of the Sacraments, the determination of contro- 
verfies authoritatively, according to the word of God, and 
from it; the qrdination, and depoſition of miniſters ; the ex- 
erciſe of my nan of the Kirk, and eccleſiaſtick diſcipline; 
the appointing of rules, or making canons for order,and de- 
cencie, in and about Church matters, 1 Cor. 14. laſt. Now 
all theſe inan eccleſtaſtick way, being the formal atfs, and 
exerciſe of an eccleſiaſtick power formally taken, belong 
only to the miniſtry, and Church-ofhcers properly and tru- 
ly ſo called, and ot to the wagiſtrate; to wit, to do the 
things themſelves; bit only to have a magiſtratical inſpe- 
ion about them, and over them, as they are a part of the 
ebjed of his coercive power, to lee that they be rightly and 
well done. This by Conſtantines diftinfion, and confeſſion in 
that famous Synad at N7ce, is clear to have been the recei- 
ved, and acknowledged judgement, both of Kirk and Com- 
monwealth, a ſound and orthodox magiſtrate of that time. 
I am Biſhop of things without, aud ye are Biſhops of things 
within the Church, ſaith he : the inſpeGion 78y 3n7% ixxancias, 
of things withont, and abent the Church, belong'd to him ; 
and the inſpei;on Toy «15a Th; *raurias, he alcribes tothe 
Biſhops, or Miniſters 3 as he could not well do otherwiſe, 


the inſpeQtion he ſpoke of, being that from which they 
had 
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had both their name and. charge of zuſpefors, or Bi- 
ofs. 

- For this, it is conſiderable ( whatever is ſaid to the con- 
trary ) that Feboſhaphat maketh a difference of dittin© Ju- 
dicatortes, in the laſt verſe of this chapr. where he ſpeaks of 
rulers of the houſe of Fudah, for matters of the Krng ; and 
rulers in the matters of God. The reaſons of this arc, 1. Be- 
cauſe as the Magiſtrate hath only the inſpe&ion of things 
without,or externals,{o his weapon, & means of his work,the 
ſword that is given him, can only reach the outward man, 
not the inxer max of the conſcience and ſpirit ; he 'can only 
kill the bo4y. but neicher kill the ſou], nor throw beth bedy 
«nd ſoul into Hell fire. But the Miniſters work is chiefly, 
and only almoſt, or in compariſon, about the zyner man of 
the ſpirit, or ſoul; his weapon alſo ſpiritual, and not car- 
1al,or bodily, the Word, 2 Cor. 10. 3, 4,5. Heb. 4. 12, 13. 
2 Cor. 2. 14, 15, 16. Matth 16. 19. and 18. 18. Foh. 20. 22, 
23. and fo about alltheſe others, that the Magiſtrates pow- 
er cannot reach by his office, dire&ly at leaſt, and imme- 
diately, as the miniſters doth, but more indirectly and re- 
motely, and by meanes of che body, and bodily things on- 
ly, 2. Therefore the Miniſters inſpe&ion concerning reli- 
gion, and religious, and Church-affaires,perſons, and mat- 
ters, Is more purely ſpiritual, and more about ſpiritual 
things, and more nearly about the Spirit, and in a ſpiritu- 
al manner, than the Magittrates inſpection, which is more 
corporal, bodily, or carnal, outward, remote from the ſpi- 
rit, and therefore more remotely only and improperly ſpi- 
ritual, than the other. 3. The Magiſtrates inſp:&ion is not 
only of all things under his civil dommon. but allo with 
dominion, and as he hath Jominzen of life an death, accor- 
ding to Jaw, and ſhould ufe it with meanes, and in manner 
fuitable to that end, che ſword, whoſe power is coercive, 
and properly Empire or Do;1inion. But the adminiſtration 
formally eccleſiaſtical, is no empire or dominion properly, 
but a ſervice; not imperium, but minifterinm, under their 
only head and maſter ta thts line, ſelus Chriſt. And though 
the Magiſtrate be buca »tinier of God allo, yet heis foe 
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miniſter to God, as that he hath a magiſterie, or maſter ſhip 
and dominion over his ſubje&ts,but regulated by law; which 
miniſters &f the Church have not. The Magiſtrate is a mi- 
nifter of the law, and. of death corporal by the law, as it 
ſtands in force fill to condemne, : Its perpetual, and u- 
niverſal juſtice, and equity of judicials, Cmne from the 
higher morals, and as conjoyned with the Goſpel, like a 
Schoolmaſter to drive to Chriſt, or take away and remove 
certain offenders, for conſervation of humane ſociety- and 
order, Rom 3.19. and 13. 3,4 1 Tim. 1. 9,10. 1 Cor. 3. 
7, 9. 1 Tin. 2. 2,3. Buthe is no miniſter of the Goſpel,nor 
is ever named among them in Scripture, ſaving as far as the 
law is ſubſervient to, and conjoyned with the Goſpel in a 
coaGtive way.; which will inferre it objeFively only. Con- 
trarily, the miniſters of the Church, are miniſters of the 
Golpel chiefly, and of the law only as ſpiritually fubſervi- 
ent co it, not as coadrvely. | 
The Kings of Fud4ah were never quarrell'd with for med- 
ling with matters of Religion, in this civil and objective 
way . but when they intruded upon matters weerly, and 
formally Eccleſiaftick, eo perform duties not that way com- 
petent to them, bur only. to the officers of the Church, they 
were ſeverely cenfured both by God, and good men, as 
may appear by Vzz3ahb, 2 Chren. 16. when he ver. 16. 
would burn incenſe in the temple to the Lord, which be- 
long'd only tothe Prieft, and notto a Levit, much lefle to 
any. that was neither, nor yet any extraordinary prophet ; 
he is ſeverely dealt with, as an heinous tranſgrefſor ; fo that 
the like upon a good King, and a good man both, is not to 
be found in allthe Scripture again, with Gods ſo lignal and 
miraculous approbation. I believe ſo much 1s here clear- 
ed, and fgranted to be the Chriſtian Magiſtrates, as none 
that is orthodox can deſire more : nor for any thing that I 
read, do] find that all Epiſcopal men have gone ſo great a 
length. And certainly ( 1t would be conſidered ) any pow- 
er that the Chriſtian Magiſtrate hath in ecclefiaſtical mat- 
ters, cannot be deſtructive, yea nor diminutive of the pow- 
er of the Kirk ; but cumulative, augmentative, Or a" 
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of it, it may well be, and /-ould alſo be by the word of God; 
becauſe the Chriſtian Magiſtrate ought to employ all his 
power for advancing of Chrifts ordinances, and not for 
clogging, manacling, or hindring of any of them : and how 
abſurd were it, that by becoming a Chriſtian, he ſhould 
put the Church in a worſe caſe, than if he had not become 
Chriſtian ? for it is certain that Chriſt fo provided for his 
Church, by meanes #trinſecal to her (elf, and formally her 
own, that for her government as a Church. ſhe needed not 
to depend upon the Princes of this world ; being her ſelf a 
Kingdome as it were, of another world, and of a #ew worl4 
of Chriſts making, 1 Coy. 2.5. 10, 11, 12. foh. 18. 36, 37. 
x Tim. 6. 13. 2 Cor. 5.17. Foha 3. 3,5. Revel. 21. 5+ But 
the Chriſtian Magiſtrate by his countenancing and ratify- 
ing the lawes, and [iberties of the Kirk, and by adding his 
civil ſanGion to her canons and orders, when, and where it 
is expedient, and is humbly deſired by her, doth no doubt 
much ſtrengrhen her hands in the diſcharge of her officers 
duties, eſpecially of 45ſc;plize 3 and this 1s to cumulate her 
power with his, and to ſerve Chriſt, not only as a Chri- 
tian, but by virtue of Chriſtiznity, to ſerve him as a Chr- 
{lan King,and as a Chriftian magittrate ; and to make ma- 
giſtracy itſelf ſerviceable to him and his Goſpel,even as the 
law and the magiſtrate were both by inſtitution conjoyned 
tothe Goſpel, 8& to its affairs, for this end. x Ttm. 2.2. with 
1.8,9,10. And thus indeed the Kings of the earth do bring 
their glory and honour into the new Hieruſalem,Rev.21.24, 

I have held forth theſe things at ti.is time, that it 
may be ſeen, what our doffrine gives to the civil magi- 
ftrate, and to ſtop the mouths of all theſe,who calumniate 
us and our dofrine herein. For as fome men have ended 
keretofore, fo they begin again: they ended with calumanies 
and reproaches of Presbyterians, and have caſt afperſions 
upon our Church, as if we did not give the ci» Magzi- 
frate his 4ye. But beth our dodrine and pratiiſe have gi- 
ven evidenter proof to the world of our loyalty, than theirs 
have. For where were theſe mens tongues and pens, ye, 


and hands too, ail theſe times under the tyratiny of the u- 
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ſurpers ? Not a word from them -hen, when faithful mini- 
ſters here, were holding up the :rue intereſt of a King, in 
the very face of the uſurpers themſelves. But now, after 
this gracious r7<vo[ution, end bleticd peace; men will creep 
out of their holes again, ard caſt fire balls of contention, 
and {Jander faichfuller and honeſter men than themſelves. 
T here are ew things I could never 'ove; one, in the time 
of outing cf our King, for men eitk-r to ſpeakor do, that 
which might ſtrengthen the hands of the uſurpers : the o- 
ther, that after we have ncw a (etled peace, men again 
ſhould move ticklith queſtions. which it is neither ſafe, nor 
prudent, to be bulie with ; end it ſ»:aks more malice and 
malignity of corrupt mwds ard ends, than ſober reaſon, 
«nd unprejudicat found-windedn:fſe : and railing being 
their beſt arguments, they are to be left to vent their own 
folly. 2 Tim. 3. 9. orto have the anſwer that Mz:ichael gave 
to Sathan, Fud. 9g. Zech. 3.2. 

This DoQtrine delivered about Magilſtracie, is accordin 
to the word cf God, and our Confefſion of Faith. I ſhal 
give you three uſes of it. 1. If the Magiſtrates judge for 
God, they ſhould conſider, that they are Gods deputies,and 
therefore ſhould ſtrive to reſemble God, by ſhunning the 
3. vices held forth in the text: there 1s #0 miqnity with 
bim,nor reſpec of perſons,nor taking of gifts. 1. Seeing you 
are gods, that is, vice- gods by ofhce, ſtrive to be like him in 
nature holy, as your father that is in heaven is holy ; made 
partakers of the divine nature; looking on. and leeing ſin 
as God ſees it, who is of purer eyes tian to behold iniquity, 
to wit, with approbation. 2, Not Jooking upon externals, 
as riches, honour, and ſuch like, in the parties judged. 
There is #0 reſped of perſons with him, neither ſhould there 
be any with you, to regard, or prefer any, for riches, ho- 
nour, favour, kindred, acquaimtance. 8&c. but to weigh 
carſes, and to judge righteoul]y and impa: '14:Iy, the poor 
as well as the rich &c. 3. Nor to Tock at giftsjor the» blind 
the e; es of the wiſe. This I infift not on, as lefſe belonging 
to 1cu, than to inferiour judges, or judicatories; but in fo 
far,as you ejing our (elf-intercfis, you may thereby wrong 
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the publick, or any others, Being Judges for God, yon 
ſhould not judge to pleaſe Men, nor to diſpleaſe Cod ; 
ſeeing you may pleaſe God beſt by not wronging of Men; 
and the intereſts both of God and Man may c.nfift well 
together, if they be rightl; managed, and that of Mang 
ducly ſubordinated to God. 

The Second Ute is from that, God is with you in judge= ſes », 
ment. Iffo, then he is looking on you, what you doe, he ; 
ſecth all your waies, Prov.5 21. the wates of man are before 
the eyes of the Lord, and he pondereth all bis goings. He not 
on'y ſeeth your pratifes, bur your principles, upon which 
yo aQ; he ſcech all your Aims, and your Deltgnes. Mt 
things are Nakgd and open before the eyes of him with whone 
we have t9 doe, Heb. 4. 7. yea, all your contrivings in the 
dark, and counſels in ſecret,are ſeen to him, Pſal. 139. 12. 
the darkneſſe hideth not from thee, but the night ſhineth as 
the day; the darkneſſe and the light are both alike to thee, 
faith King David chere. 

The third Uſe is from that, The Lord # with you. It _ 

may be your encouragement, and the peoples comfort ; ſes 3- 
your encouragement in that he is with you, for your help. 
Ie will not be enough for you, to have his eyes upon you 
as an Obſerver of your waies, whether good or bad, but 
labour rather to have them on you, as Approverr of your 
way, that this may move you to do that, which 1s right in 
his fight 3_ and then for his help, take his promile for it, 
2 Chron. 15.2. The Lord # witb you,while you be with him,and 
if you ſeek him, he will be found of you. Te is allo for the 
peoples comfort that he is with you in Judgement; for ic 
1<a remedy againſt their fears that they may havegof chings 
goinz wrong. He who hath the heart of King in h;s hands, 
to turn them as the Kiver ef Waters, Prov.21. 1 hach 21ifo 
your hearts in tic ſame hands. What ever Channel von 
may run in, mav God bring youto run ina Channel chat 
may befor his Glory, and the good of his people. 

The Third Thing held forth in the Text. 1s the great The third 
Wheal, which ſhould move you in all ow aftings,and that thing in the 
is, the fear of the Lord upon yo". Leftl be prevenied by Tcxy. 
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time I ſhall beſhort in this ; and therefore take theſe 4 or 
Five only as a ſhort view. 1. Thisfear of God will have 
ſuch influence upon your aCtings, that it will make them 
fively; there is a great difference berwixt things that move 
by Art, and ſuck as move by Nature; the morion «<©f the 
tirft bring Artificial is but inconſtanr,but of the other, the 
more natural] che more conltant; for example, between the 
moticn of a Clock that moves by wheels and poiſes, and 
the motion of a living Creature from an. internal princi- 
ple of life ; when the poiſes runs out, they are at a ftand, 
and their motion ceaſech without hope,or help from them- 
ſelves; but what moveth by inward and natucal princi- 
ple, as it eeaſeth motion of its ſelf, fo ic begins it again of 
its (clf asit liſteth, So Judges moving and a&ting more 
artificially chen naturally and lively, a& but hypocriti- 
caily, and upon external reſpeAs, and ditter much from 
{uch as et from an inward principle of the fear of God, 
which gives another ſort of lite to thetr motion, then they 
would otherwaies have, and makes them conftant and bent 
in their aQings for God. 1. Let therefore the fear of God 
give influence to your motions, 8nd that will make them 
not only acceptable to God, and profitable ro Men, bur 
will make them readily and conſtantly ſuch. 2. This 
fear of God is a chief requilit in a Magiſtrate, and 8 quali- 
fication of him, preiled in the word of God, Exo4. 18. 21. 
Jethro gives his advice to Moſes, for providing of Magi- 
ſtrates,to look out able Men fearing God &c. 3. Yea,the 
fear of God 1s the diſtinguiſhing Chars&er of a juſt Judge, 
from an unjuft, Luk 18.4. the unjuit Fudge i one, that nei- 
ther fearcth Cod, nor regardei® man, 4. The fear of 
God is tize det diſcerner of what is dye to God, and what 
is due roa King, 1 Pet. 2, 17. Fear God and Honour the 
King ; None will ever honour the King rightly,but fuch as 
fear God aright,as that text plainly infinuates. 5. The fear 
of God {hould be the great mover of al the n&ings of Judg- 
es upon the bench ; aud it hath this -five- fold vertue in it, 
which may ſerve for Application and Uſe. 1. When you 
look upon duty, it hat]: a ſtirring & inconraging vertue to 
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the performance thereof, notwithſtanding of difficulties, 
thar might otherwiſe hinder# 1 King. 18. begin. Good 
Gbadiah in a difficile time was kind to the Prophets of the 
Lord ; and thac which flirred him to it, was, that be feared 
God. 2. If you look to the evil, you may be tempted to 
commit in your judgetng, the fear of God hath a reſtrain- 
ing and a deterring vertue to keep you from it, Fob was 
a King, as ſome think ; et leaſt a Judge ; and of him, cap. 
x. 8. 1t fs ſaid, be feared God, and departed from evil. 
Why departed from evil 7 he feared God. 3. When any 
Queſtion falls between the commands of God; and the 
command of a King, and their commands are contrary ; 
then che fear of God giveth both a diſcerzing, and a daring 
vertue what to doe. Exod. 1. 16. Pharaoh commanded the 
Midwives to kill the male Children; bnt though Jomen, 
they would not obey that command ; and that becauſe as 
the Text faith, They feared God. But did they not fear the - 
King too? yea, and that ſomewhat coo much, becauke for 
fear of their Life, they Lyed to him; but notwithſtanding 
this weaknefſe, yet becauſe they feared God more then the 
King, and preferred Gods command to his, though wich 
the hazard of their Life; for this they are praiſed and re- 
warded, and the other not taken notice of, 4. When any 
is tempted by opportunity caft in his hand, to be avenged 
on ſuch as wrong'd him, the fear of God hath a pacifying 
vertue, and a forgiving. So foſegh had opportunity to 
have been avenged on his brethren ; yet he intimates co 
them, Gex.42-18. that they needed not be afraid of chat, 
and why ? I fear God, faith he. 5. When after debates, 
F oit come fo Parliamentary Concluſions, which are to be 
Laws, that vou make, ler the fear of God command and 
{way you to that which 1s right. So much for the Third 
point of my Text. 

The Fourth and laſt thing held forth int, is the warn» The jourth 
ing,Take heed what you do; and that redoubled; Take heed 1hing of the 
that ye do it ; that 1s, that ye, Fudge for the Lord, nor a- Text. 
gainſt him, nor otherwiſe, chen he would have you, and 
directs by his word ; ſecing you 8re tis Deputies, So may 
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I juſtly (ay to you at this cime ; you are about weighty 
matters, and have great necd of deliberation, if ever any 
Par'iament had. you have, who are nowſet down after fo 
many Confutzons and ſtrange Revolutions of time. 
Therefore take heed what ye doe, and take with ye warn- 
ing, and I {hall Jay it bef;re vou in thele three Reſpe&s, 
w*erein you had need to doe ſo. 1. In reference to things 
paſt. 2. To hinge committed to your preſent care and 
truſt. 3. Not only, to theſe, and your Gives, and whom 
you repreſent in the foreſaid reſpe&s, bur alfo for future 
Ages, and to your poſterity. 

1. Looking upon things paſt, I ſhall lay before you 
theſe Six, that you have need to take heed to, 1. That as 
there are Myſteries in Divinity,(o there are alſo Myſteries of 
State,ſuch as the Prerogative Royal the Priviledges of Par- 
fla ments, and the Libercies of the People. T heſe have 
been too much div'd into and debated ; eſpecially the 
Royal Prerogative, whi h I ever held ſafer to be lefe with- 
out debate, then expoſed to the incoveniences thereof. 
and wiſh hereafter that State Myſteries may be lockr up 
in a Cabinet of State fit for them, as things ſacred, and 
not calily to be brought. under debate, much lefle of the 
Vulgar. The Law.of the Kingdome (what ever that was) 
afcer once publication, art the firſt fetling of Royaltie in 
Iſr aell. was laid up by the Ark. 

2, Take heed how youdiſtinguiſh times ; they that di- 
ſiinguſh well, judge well. It is an old diſtintion, Alter: 
tempore.bel/i, aliter tempore pacs : diſtinguith the time of 
War, from the tine of Peace. any things fall out in a 
rime of War (eſpecially a civil War) which would be ab- 
ſurd in a time of Peace. In every civil War there are par- 
ties who ſpeak and do theſe things for mutual defence and 
jaſtification, which would ſeem very irrational in time of- 
Peace; many things have been condeſcended to by men 
of greateſt loyalty, to prevent- things that might prove 
hurtful tothe State,which would not 1n time of quiet; and 
now in peace to queſtion theſe things as evidences of diſ- 
loyalty, were. to wrong both intentions and praiſes of 


good. 
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good SubjeRs,whoſe honeſty hath been evidenced by their 
conſtant praftiſes for Authoriry, even tothe full latitude 
of rights due thereto. It will not be ſeafonable in time of 
peace tO 1ake up all theſe, 

Take heed what von d-e in reference to extraordi- 
ary fats, which are no rules for ordinary praiſe, and yer 
univerſall have been {(lefſe or more) in all reformed 
Kicks, in their bringing back from: Popery to the true Re- 
ligion. 1 ſhall inſtance-in one, che calling of the reformed 
Miniſtry, wherein Paralings univerſally through all the 
Churches, that ſeparates irom them, challenge a Nullity, 
and an intercifion, though unjuſtly ; yet 1 cannot be 
denyed bur that in the caſe there was ſomething excraor- 
dinar», though the exigence of thofe times, that would 
not now be made ordinary. It will not be the looking 
b.ck toa few years; but to fourſcore years and more, that 
will ſerve the turn here, if you would dip into theſe things. 
Take heed, that you condemn not your noble Anceſtors, 
whoſe memory is yet grateſul and fragrant (to all the god- 
Iy that are ſufficiently krowing) for their zeal in the work 
of Reformation ; and-God hath bleſſed their Families, that 
this day many of their Poftericies are tiring among you in- 
Parliament. I ſhall further clear what I mean,by a pallage 
out of King Fames, (acknowledged by all ro be a Judi- 
cious King) in his Baſilicon doron, 2 Book. Ir is wel! 
known, none ſpeaks more againlt Diſorders, popular Tu- 
mults, and Inſurrefions, then he doth in that fam? place : 
yet mark hi; words. The reformation of religion in Sco:land 
was wrought extraordinarily (or extraordinarily wrought) 
by God, Whatfheverchen may be done againtt Diſorders, 
Inſurrefions, Tumults,Seditions, and ſuch like; take heed. 
that you d 157 refle& tipon that, which hath been extra- 
ordinary wrovght by God. 

4 In looking upon thi »g5 paſt, you- would diſtinguiſh 
betwixt things done throug:l infirmity, and things done 
through Malice, or malignantly, There have been many 
things done throuzh infirinic ', out of the heat of diftem- 


per'd zeal, and throngh-the confuftons of the tiares, that 
ge 
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you would rather caſt 2 vail over, to cover them, then to 
expoſe their nakedneſs to the world ; eſpecially, ſceing the 
covering of fuch can bring no prejudice to King or State. 

«. When you look upon bypaſt wrongs done to your 
Perſons, or Eſtates, take heed what you doe in reſentiug 
them. Follow rather the Apoftles counſel, Rom. 12. 19, 
Dearly be'oved, avenge not your ſclves, but rather give place 
211:t0 wrath, for it 15 Written, vengeance is mine, Twill repay 
it ſaith the Lord. And ver, 21. Be not overcome with evill, 
but overcome evill with good, | may lay it truly, and with- 
out offence I hope, That the King hath ſuffered more 
wrongs, then ye all have done, in reference to his Perſon, 
Family, and Dominions: yet he is graciouſly pleaſed to 
paſſe over many and great wrongs in all thels. Ic is 2 
moſt Noble (aying of his,and well becoming a King ; 1 have 
learn'd both to forget, and to forgive. Take your copy by 
him, I know you love him : therefore learn this of him ; 
both to forgive and to forget. 

6. You had need totake heed what you do in reference 
to former Ingagements, There are Ingagements,that may 
very well be renounc'd; I may free the Nation of that 
Horrid Rebellion, that the Uſurpers were guilty of; for 
the Nation did ſtand againf it, and did come under much 
miſery 1n oppoſition to it, Yer there are engagements, 
that ſome have been upon, not to be approven bur Con- 
demned. Such as. 1. Diſſoyal engagements for ſuſpen- 
ding of the King from the exerciſe of his Power, and from 
being upon the head of his Armies, till he gave ſatisfa&ion 
in ſuch and ſuch things:we have learned no ſuch dofrine. 
2. There were allo engagements renouncing the King 
and his Family, which though preſſed by the Vſurpers, and 
taken in the hour of tentation,yet they ought co be Jamen- 
ted, and mourn'd for. 3. There ere unchericable en- 
gagements, and unjuſt, which did deprive a great part of 


_ the Nationof their birth-right, which are to be reſcinded. 


4: There are engagements, Schiſmatical Engagements , 
Seditious Engagements, renting both Church and State 
concerning prblick Reſolutions, tor raiſing all the Subjeas 
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to defend the Land, invaded by a Forraign and an Uſur- 
ping Enemy : ſuch are alſo to be provided againft. 

5, Thereis yet another Engagement to be ſpoken of ; 
and there 1s a great rumour @mong all, of the breaking of 
that alſo : and that is the Covenant-engagement, the tye 
of the Oath of God upon 5. 1 doe ſpeak of this rather to 
diſpofleſſe people of their fears, and apprehenfions they 
have, then any way to inſinuate, that you have a purpoſe 
io break it. A wiſe Parliament may very well know how 
to ſecure their Neighbour Nation ("if chat be the Queſtion, 
and they have jealouſics of our ingering of our felves on 
chem, upon that ground) by civil bonds, without med- 
line with the ſacred ye of the Covenant. Wile men fnay 
diſcern betwixt two parties barely bound one to another; 
and ewo partics bound to « Third, and fuch a Third, as 
that binds to. If there were no more but a fimple league 
betwixzt the cwo Nations, upon 2 Ciyt] intereſt, it might 
fand or fall at the arbitrement of the Nations that made 
it: but both being bound to a Third, and a greater party 
than both of them, by Oath, it cannot be diffolved without 
che conſent of that Thirs : this Third 1s God, that both 
the Nations are bound to, who will not diſpenſe with his 
Covenant, made to him for ſo neceſſary duties. Wile men 
may well diſcern betwixt a Text, and a falſe gloſſe pur 

and all godly and wiſe will as cafily diſcern the 


upon It : 
nature of the Covenant, from the rebellious, ſedicious 
creacheries of falle Men, and falſe Covenanters, that ſome 


of them have builc upon it. Let the rubbiſh of {editions 
and rebellions,wherewith the Covenant hath been covered, 
if not buried, be thrown away, but the Covenant preſer- 
ved ; and let the chaff of ſelf-interefts, that men have 
had, pretending for the Covenant, bur 13tending oth er 
chings,be blown away,that the Covenant,which is good in 
it ſelf may be recained. Take heed wheat ye do with the Oath 
of God. A Learned Divine ſpeaking i Defence of thar oath, 
faich rightly, That the Schoolmen have a Riſe, received 
both by all Caſui/fs, and Civilians, That a promiſſory Oath 


cannot be diſcharged, for any other reaſon, bur for the un-+ 
lay- 


_ (24) 
law fulneſs. of the matter. And it is agreed-upon by all ſound 


—_ 


Divines, That an Oath cannot loſe its force upon any ground 
but on that which ;« intrinſecal to it 1 4. e. ber Ki in the 
bod, ſubſtance and matcer of itz and not upon extri1ſo- 
cals and acceſſories to the Ofch. The meaning is, that it 
mult be the -ſirfulneſſe of the thing and matter ſworn, that 
loofeth the Oath:;and not extrinſecal circumſtances. Now, 
whatever otherways may be pretended againſt this Cove- 
nan:, the matter of ic will be found tobe lawful, and made 
vp of neceſſary and moral duties, whereunto we are fo 
bound, That no power 07 carth cen looſe us, Take heed 
to the two Oaths, of Fo/hua tothe Gibeonites; and of Ze- 
dekzah to the King of Zabel/: take heed to the judgements, 
that follow'd the breaeh of them ; and take heed to the 
two Scriptures, that I ſhall citero you. Prov. 20. 25, It is 
a ſnare co the man, who devoureth that which is holy, «1d 
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